34                                                            A    SHORTER    EGO
has brought it may have been muddy. We cannot be perfect
beings> but we can all do our job perfectly, or with such per-
fection as lies within our personal competence. Noble natures
may descant after their fashion about the nobility of this ; as
a practical philosopher my point is that the only enduring
happiness comes through work. It may be true that 6C there
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the
grave, whither thou goest." But that is only half the verse,
for the other half runs : *e Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do,
do it with thy might." With our might, therefore, though we
have not *c any more a portion for ever in anything that is done
under the sun."
In the meantime it is a chastening thought that, despite the
foregoing, and because I was too lazy to look it up, I recently
attributed " Look like the innocent flower, but be the serpent
under't" to Macbeth instead of to his lady.
March z 6 Lunched at the Savage: cold beef, asparagus, and
Sunday. a pint of Pol Roger. Very good. Took Elliott to a
concert of Russian music at the Palladium. Really
went to hear a piano concerto by Dohnanyi, but it turned out to
be Rachmaninov No. 2. So I slept. Then Irene Scharrer played
that bloody Chopin Ballade in A flat, of which I am tired though I
liked it when I played it myself. She was in pootish form and,
I thought, vulgarised it, with some wrong notes. Best thing
in the performance was Moussorgsky's Pictures from an 'Exhibi-
tion. Giazounov's Carneval is dull after Berlioz and Dvorak,
and so is Dvorak. Wood conducted, looking mote than ever
like a taller brother of Willie Clarkson and wearing what, except
for undertakers, must be the last frock-coat in London. Thin
house. Elliott sniffed and snuffed throughout, which I thought
very Russian of Mm.
Marvb 30      Settling down quietly at Westdiff, which of couise
Tiwrsdiy*      makes me feel ML   One is all right as long as one
goes on racketing.    Shall have just to wait tiE
the nerves quieten down.    Doctor says minimum of drink.